
challenge
6 November 2007 the  

 plus 
stats & FACTS 
The numbers behind the success stories

2007 review   
we look back at a great  
season of racing action

 
inside line 
Bridgestone’s view of the year



Two previous Bridgestone-shod Formula One title winners offer congratulations for Ferrari’s Kimi Räikkönen
Former Formula One world champions Mika 
Häkkinen and Michael Schumacher have led the 
waves of praise for Ferrari’s newly crowned 2007 
drivers’ championship title winner Kimi Räikkönen.

Räikkönen’s win in the season-ending Brazilian 
Grand Prix enabled the Finn to clinch the crown  
by one point over McLaren’s reigning champion 
Fernando Alonso and rookie Lewis Hamilton.

Seven-times F1 title winner Schumacher – who 
Räikkönen replaced at Ferrari – described the final 
race of the year as “absolutely thrilling”. 

“I was so happy to see Kimi and Felipe leading 
the way,” he said. “I’ve always believed that you 
should never give up and that you should always 
keep on fighting, even when there’s only a slight 
chance. It was a superb performance.”

Häkkinen, who won the title in 1998 and 1999 
with McLaren, was full of praise for his fellow Finn, 
and said that Räikkönen would be a changed driver 
in 2008 as reigning champion. “The pressure will 
be different for him,” he said. “Kimi’s confidence 
will go higher. It’s fantastic for Finland to get 
another world champion – it’s a great feeling.”

At Ferrari’s end-of-season celebration in Italy, 
Räikkönen said he was looking forward to 
defending his crown in 2008. “This year was really 
special for me,” he said. “I’m very proud to be part 
of the Ferrari family and I can say I fell in love again 
with F1. It will be great to start my second year 
with the team now that I’ve won. It will be a new 
challenge, and more exciting. It’s hard to say how 
good the car will be, but we have a good feeling.” 

Praise for new f1 champion
Kimi Räikkönen has received  

plenty of accolades in his first  
week as Formula One champion,  

but is already looking forward  
to defending his title in 2008
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McLaren’s rookie sensation Lewis Hamilton may not have won the 2007 
Formula One drivers’ title, but he had an astonishing debut season. 

After scoring a third-place finish in his first race in Melbourne, Australia, 
Hamilton went on to rack up nine consecutive podiums, equalling the 
greatest number of consecutive podiums for a British driver (set by Jim 
Clark in 1963) and setting a new record for a driver in his rookie season.

During the season he led more laps than any other 
driver – 321 laps to Felipe Massa’s 300, Kimi 
Raikkonen’s 212 and Fernando Alonso’s 203.

In Spain he became the youngest driver to lead 
the drivers’ standings and in Japan equalled 
Jacques Villeneuve’s 1997 record of four wins in a 
debut season. By Brazil, he’d also racked up more 
pole positions than any rookie before. (And a fair 
few column inches of media coverage!)

“I had a great chance to compete in the best 
team,” Hamilton said about his dream start  
to an F1 career. “I went to the first race 
and I wanted to do a good job. From 
there I just kept trying to learn, hoping  
to get more podiums. Then we had the 
two wins and it started to be a reality, 
that maybe we could win the title.” 

“F1 is everything I anticipated and 
more. You dream about it, but you only 
think about driving the car. There’s so 
much around F1, it’s phenomenal.”

Hamilton delight at first year
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Alonso leaves McLaren
Outgoing double Formula One champion Fernando Alonso has parted ways 
with the McLaren team after just one season, ending a difficult year for the 
partnership which had been the subject of much media attention.

A number of teams are keen to sign the Spaniard, but it could be several 
weeks before Alonso decides who he will drive for in 2008 and his final choice 
could spark a shake-up of the drivers’ market. McLaren has not yet announced 
who will be replacing Alonso to drive alongside Lewis Hamilton.

“Since I was a boy I always wanted to drive for McLaren,” Alonso said. “But 
sometimes in life things don’t work out. I still believe that McLaren is a great 
team. Yes, we’ve had ups and downs, which made it extra challenging for all  
of us, and it’s not a secret that I never really felt at home, but in the end I was 
always provided with an equal opportunity to win. Today’s decision allows all  
of us to focus on 2008, and I wish the team the best for the future.”




