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Turkey offers tough F1 test

AvnrucoIonc

Brakes take MotoGP focus in Chlna

Bridgestone’s MotoGP riders head to

Shanghai in China for the fourth round
of the 2008 season knowing their grip
under braking will be a key to success.

Shanghai's long straights place
huge emphasis on engine power, but
grip from tyres is equally in demand
as riders leave their braking to the last
moment and try to carry as much
speed as possible through corners.

“Shanghai is one of the longer
MotoGP tracks and presents us with
a variety of challenges from a tyre
perspective,” says Bridgestone
Motorosport Race Tyre Development
Assistant Manager Shinji Aoki.

“The two long straights are followed
by heavy braking, and the extreme
deceleration places the central part of
the tyre under stress. To compensate
for this, we tend towards harder

compounds. But there are also lots of
slow-speed corners, which demand
good edge grip from the tyres.”

2007 champion Casey Stoner’s win
for Ducati in Shanghai last year helped
reinforce his advantage at the top of
the riders’ points standings. He'll be
hoping for a repeat in 2008 as he bids
to improve on his current fourth place
in the championship table. Equally,
five-times title winner Valentino Rossi
will be eager to score his first victory
on Bridgestone tyres and improve on
his third place in the standings.

“We expected a difficult start to
2008, and it has proved to be the
case,” Aoki says. “But, we performed
well in China last year, with Casey
winning and a total of seven riders in
the top 10. We're hopeful that China
will be a better weekend for us.”

Ferrari’s Kimi RAikkonen leads the Formula One field to the Istanbul circuit
— perhaps one of the most challenging tracks for Bridgestone’s tyres

Reigning Formula One drivers’ champion Kimi Raikkénen also the possibility of high track temperatures at the

has extended his lead in this year's title chase to nine event. Consequently, we need a tyre compound that
points after a dominant win over Ferrari team-mate provides good grip, as well as durability.”

Felipe Massa and McLaren’s Lewis Hamilton in an As in 2007, Bridgestone will take the medium and
action-packed, safety car-interrupted Spanish Grand Prix. hard compounds from the top end of its range to Turkey.

The F1 teams now head to the Istanbul Park circuit However, all Bridgestone's tyres for 2008 have benefited
in Turkey, potentially one of the toughest tests on the from a subtle change in construction that came about as
2008 calendar for official tyre supplier Bridgestone. a result of the high g-forces in Turkey last year.

“The Istanbul circuit is one of the faster tracks on the “The fast, sweeping Turn 8 is particularly tough on
calendar, and possibly one of the most challenging,” tyres,” Kobayashi says. “As the circuit is anti-clockwise,
says Bridgestone Motorsport Technical Manager Tetsuro the front-right tyre is particularly susceptible to high
Kobayashi. “It has almost every type of corner, and a real g-loading. As a result, we've modified the construction
mix of gradients. The track surface is smooth, but there’'s  for all of our compounds.”

Brldgestone marks Champ Car finale

Bridgestone helped give the Champ Car  Bridgestone held a MotoGP
World Series the perfect send-off asits ~ fan and media event in

final race — the Long Beach Grand Prix Lishon in the run-up to the
—ended a 14-year involvement for the Grand Prix of Portugal. Nine
company in the US championship. of Bridgestone’s supported

Teams and drivers from Champ Car MotoGP riders attended

the signing session (below),
including Ducati’s reigning
world champion Casey Stoner.
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are joining forces with the IndyCar
Series this year, and the Long Beach
race was run as a final Champ Car
farewell, with Bridgestone acting as
official tyre supplier. The race was won
by Australian Will Power (left), driving
for the KV Racing Technology team.
“This event was a fitting tribute to
Champ Car,"” Bridgestone Motorsport
Executive Director Al Speyer said.
“Today's race showed everything that Bridgestone-shod sportscar
made Champ Car a great series.” duo Satoshi Motoyama and
Benoit Treluyer dominated the
second round of the Super GT
championship at Okayama.
The Xanavi Nismo GT-R pair
now have a 27-point lead
over Juichi Wakisaka and
Andre Lotterer in the similarly
Bridgestone-shod Petronas
Toyota Team TOM's SC430.

New-look GP2 Series starts on a hlgh N Spcun

The 2008 GP2 Series had a great
start in Barcelona, Spain, with Super
Nova's Alvaro Parente and Dams'
Kamui Kobayashi sharing the wins.
GP2 boasts an all-new car this
year, but the action-packed races
proved GP2's potential for breeding
future stars is as strong as ever.
This was the first race for which
GP2's slick tyres were made in
Bridgestone's Technical Centre

History was made in the third round of
the Firestone-backed IndyCar Series —
the Bridgestone Indy Japan 300 at the
Motegi oval — as Danica Patrick became
the first woman to score victory in a
major US open-wheel racing event.

Europe in ltaly, rather than in Japan.
“This means we can lower the
costs and environmental impact of
our GP2 tyre supply,” Bridgestone
Motorsport director Hiroshi
Yasukawa said. “It also shows that
we're a truly international company.”

GP2 Series feature — page 4 -)

www.bridgestonemotorsport.com

Patrick has been a star of IndyCar since
running at the front of the Indianapolis 500

field in her rookie season in 2005.

“We knew it was only a matter of
time,” said Firestone Racing Project

Manager TJ Tennent. “We're proud that
she accomplished it in this event, as this
memorable date will forever be linked
with the Bridgestone Indy Japan 300.”

TOM's driver Takuto Iguchi
has extended his lead in the
Bridgestone-backed Japanese
Formula 3 series to 27 points
over fellow TOM's driver Carlo
van Dam after scoring his third
win of the season at Autopolis.
TOM’s Keisuke Kunimoto took
the other win at Autopolis.

www.bridgestone.eu
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Spreading the safety message

For Bridgestone, tyre safety doesn’t end at the design stage — the company is keen
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Statistics rule motorsport. They're
always used as the true benchmark
of success. But, when it comes to
great records, the GP2 Series rules
them all. After all, its statistics say so.
Designed to promote the next crop
of racing talent to Formula One, its
first three champions — Nico Rosberg,
Lewis Hamilton and Timo Glock — all
stepped into F1 seats after winning
the title. For 2008, former GP2 race
winners Nelson Piquet and Kazuki
Nakajima have both secured full-time
F1 seats, while 2005 GP2 runner-up
Heikki Kovalainen moves to MclLaren.
With Rosberg and Nakajima at
Williams and Kovalainen and Hamilton
at McLaren, ex-GP2 racers make up
two whole teams and almost a third
of the 2008 F1 grid. In addition, seven
GP2 drivers hold test roles with F1
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teams, adding to the crop of 34 GP2
drivers that have driven an F1 car at
some point. But although GP2's
success tends to be measured in
terms of F1, there are also plenty
of GP2 graduates making a name for
themselves in other top-level series.
Take Frenchman Alexandre Premat,
for example —a GP2 frontrunner in
2005 and 20086, now driving for Audi
in both the German DTM series and
Le Mans sportscars. ltalian Gianmaria
Bruni and Frenchman Nicolas Lapierre
are also causing a stir in sportscars,
while Swiss driver Neel Jani and
Venezuelan Ermesto Viso are carving
solid careers in the IndyCar Series.
“Bridgestone can be proud that so
many drivers have progressed through
GP2 to success in other categories,
but our involvement in GP2 brings us
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e best of the best
In its first three years, the Bridgestone-backed GP2 Series has highlighted
a great crop of racing talent. We look at just how successful it has been

many rewards,"” says Bridgestone
Motorsport director Hiroshi Yasukawa.
"A lot of drivers start their careers
on Bridgestone tyres in karts, then
progress through F3, on to GP2, and
finally to F1. Drivers work with us in
GP2 and we provide part of their final
education before F1. For engineers,
too, GP2 is a useful step for F1. We
look forward to exciting racing this
year, and we will present a cheque
for US$100,000 to the champon.”

34572

drivers to have raced in
GP2 have either tested or
raced a Formula One car

e-reporter finalists attend GP2 launch

The nine finalists taking part in this
year's Bridgestone e-reporter contest
attended the GP2 Series launch ahead
of the Spanish Grand Prix in Barcelona.
The contest for aspiring journalists —
open to European students aged 18
to 30 — celebrates its fifth year in 2008
and is more popular than ever. There
were 50 per cent more applicants
than in 2007, with entrants from an
even more diverse list of countries.
This year's finalists are Gavin Grace
from Ireland, Lorenzo Quolantoni from
Switzerland, Tabatha Valls Halling from

Spain, Olivier Cougard and Guillaume
Navarro from France, Alan Ng from
Germany, Rutger Wuyts from Belgium
and James Aitcheson and Tom Drew
from the UK. They'll attend GP2 Series
events to report on the Formula One
feeder championship, with Gavin
Grace staying on to report in Spain.
The eventual winner — who will be
announced in September — will attend
a Bridgestone event as part of a prize
designed to further their writing career.
For more information, log on to
www.bridgestone.eu/e-reporter.

to educate its customers about keeping safe, and helping to reduce road fatalites

For Bridgestone, safety is as vital as
performance when it comes to making
great tyres, and Bridgestone is keen to

ensure its customers keep safety at the

front of their mind, even as they leave

the forecourt with a new purchase.
There are an estimated 1.2 million

fatalities a year on the world'’s roads,

with one person killed or maimed every
six seconds. Bridgestone is keen to play

a part in reducing those figures, and
keenly supports the FIA Foundation's
Make Roads Safe campaign, which
encourages major global bodies —
including the United Nations and World
Bank — to support greater road safety
investment in developing countries.

At the heart of Bridgestone’s road
safety initiatives is the Think Before
You Drive campaign. Think Before You
Drive focuses on simple, key safety

checks that road users should perform

- such as using a seat belt, and
regularly checking the pressure and
wear of tyres. These can help reduce
the severity of injuries in a crash, or
even prevent crashes from occurring.

There
n million

road deaths every year,
with one person Killed or
maimed every siK seconds

ESSENTIAL WEBSITES

www.thinkbeforeyoudrive.com
www.makeroadssafe.org
www.safetyatheart.eu
www.dreamsatheart.eu

In 2007, Bridgestone helped road
users carry out 20,300 safety checks
in 19 European countries as part of its
safety awareness-raising scheme.

For 2008, Think Before You Drive's
message has been extended. The
Choose ESC campaign will help raise
awareness of the benefits of using
Electronic Stability Control in cars, but
Bridgestone is also reaching out to the
bike community, with simple safety
checks for riders, such as wearing the
right equipment and a crash helmet,
and checking that all features of the
bike, such as headlights, are working.

On the tyre front, riders should
check the wear and pressure of their
tyres every 15 days, as worn or
under- or over-inflated tyres can
severely affect grip, handling, wear
and braking efficiency — all of which
increase the likelihood of accidents.

Think Before You Drive will be
promoted at five European MotoGP
events during the course of 2008,
helping spread its message to a
dedicated bike audience. So, even
as Bridgestone is keeping the public
thrilled at the race track, it's doing its
best to keep them safe on the roads

THINK BEFORE YOU DRIVE

2008 CHAMPIONSHIP TABLES

Formula One

Driver (Team)
1 Kimi Réikkonen (Ferrari)

2 Lewis Hamilton (McLaren)

Rider (Team)
1 Jorge Lorenzo (Fiat Yamaha)

2 Dani Pedrosa (Repsol Honda)

mOtOGP * Bridgestone riders in red

Pts

61
61

QP2 Series

Driver (Team) Pts
1 Alvaro Parente (Super Nova) 1"
2 Bruno Senna (iSport) 1"

IndyCar Series

Driver (Team)
1 Helio Castroneves (Penske)

2 Scott Dixon (Ganassi)

Pts
144
138

3 Robert Kubica (BMW Sauber) 19 3 Valentino Rossi (Fiat Yamaha) 47 3 Giorgio Pantano (Racing Eng.) 9 3 Dan Wheldon (Ganassi) 135
4 Felipe Massa (Ferrari) 18 4 Casey Stoner (Ducati Corse) 40 4 Kamui Kobayashi (Dams) 8 4 Tony Kanaan (Andretti-Green) 129
5 Nick Heidfeld (BMW Sauber) 16 5 James Toseland (Tech 3 Yamaha) 29 5 Sebastien Buemi (Arden) 7 5 Danica Patrick (Andretti-Green) 110
6 Heikki Kovalainen (McLaren) 14 6 Loris Capirossi (Rizla Suzuki) 26 6 Andreas Zuber (Piquet) 6 6 Will Power (KV Racing) 97
May 11 Istanbul, Turkey May 4 Shanghai, China May 10-11 Istanbul, Turkey May 25 Indianapolis 500, USA
May 25 Monaco, Monte Carlo May 18 Le Mans, France May 24-25 Monaco, Monte Carlo June 1 Milwaukee, USA






