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Victory in Japan hands Rossi title

Yamaha'’s Valentino Rossi clinched his sixth premier-class
title in Japan on Sunday, and believes the decision to work
with Bridgestone this year played a major part in his win.

Racing at the home track of Bridgestone and Yamaha,
Rossi spent the first half of the race locked in a three-way
battle with Repsol Honda rider Dani Pedrosa, and Casey
Stoner of Ducati. But, of the Bridgestone-shod trio, it was
Rossi who broke away. After taking the lead from Stoner
on lap 14, he held the 2007 champion off to head up an

Alonso shines in Singapore

Spaniard wins Asia’s first Formula 1 night race as
Hamilton takes an edge over Massa in the title fight

Renault driver Fernando Alonso
won Formula 1’s first night race last
Sunday in what turned out to be a
costly weekend for the title-chasing
Felipe Massa of Ferrari.

Alonso’s victory in Singapore by
three seconds over Williams’ Nico
Rosberg, was his first win for a
year, and Renault’s first since the
2006 Japanese Grand Prix.

Lewis Hamilton piloted his
McLaren to third place and now
leads Massa by seven points.

Just one point had separated the
pair going into the Singapore race

weekend, but when the Brazilian
pulled away from his first pit stop
with the refuelling hose still
attached, the resultant delay ended
his chances of a points-scoring finish.
The Singapore event was the
first of a three-race stint in Asia, with
F1 travelling to Fuji in Japan next
for Bridgestone’s home race on
October 12. That is followed by the
Chinese Grand Prix at Shanghai the
weekend after. As Bridgestone’s
Director of Motorsport Tyre
Development Hirohide Hamashima
exIplained, the two events wiill

require delicately balanced set-ups.

“The Fuiji circuit has one of the
longest straights in motorsport.

Low downforce means tyre and
mechanical grip must be relied on in
the twisty corners.

“Shanghai is another circuit with a
compromised set-up, as it has many
corners but two long straights. That
means extreme braking, high lateral
loads and big demands on traction
and tyres. Finding the grip and wear
balance is the key.”
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the factory Ducati team for 2009.

Hayden will replace Marco Melandri at Ducati, who,
in-turn, has announced a two-year deal with Kawasaki.
Melandri will partner Kawasaki incumbent John Hopkins.

Elsewhere, the San Carlo Honda Gresini team has
confirmed it will be keeping on MotoGP rookie Alex De
Angelis for a further year. De Angelis has put in some
promising performances on his Bridgestone-shod Honda
RC212V this year, including fourth in Germany and Italy.

Two other riders that will be staying put in 2009 are
Rizla Suzuki pair Loris Capirossi and Chris Vermeulen.

The deal gives 35-year-old Capirossi the opportunity
to extend his own record of 279 grand prix race starts.

2009 MotoGP teams shaping up

2006 MotoGP world champion Nicky Hayden has
confirmed that he will end his six year relationship with
Honda at the end of the season and join Casey Stoner in

Casey Stoner and Nicky
Hayden will be team-mates
in the Ducati outfit in 2009

AT,

all-Bridgestone podium ahead of Stoner and Pedrosa

“It was a fantastic feeling to take the title with a win,
just like 1 did in 2001 and 2004,” said Rossi. “I think this
is the hardest | have ever had to work to win a world
championship and | have to say a huge thank you to
Yamaha, my mechanics and everyone involved.

“Of course | also have to say a special thank you to
Bridgestone, they have done a great job with the tyres all
season and the decision to be with them has been a big

part of our success this season.”

Rossi can now enjoy the final three races of the season
with no pressure, as MotoGP heads to Australia next.

The Phillip Island track has the highest average speed on
this year’s calendar, and its dominance of fast left-hand

turns makes for uneven tyre wear.
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E-reporter 2008 winner crowned

23-year-old Guillaume Navarro has been
announced as the winner of the 2008
Bridgestone e-reporter competition.

The French student was chosen from
nine finalists for the quality of his
written work, interview technique, and
professionalism when reporting on the
GP2 Series.

“Being the winner of the 2008
Bridgestone e-reporter contest gives
me a great sense of achievement,”
explained Navarro, who was presented
with the title at a GP2 Series end-of-
season award ceremony.

The competition attracted a record
number of entries this year, from which
nine finalists were chosen to cover
selected GP2 and Bridgestone events.

“It is a great honour for us to have
crowned another talented Bridgestone
e-reporter,” said Franco Annunziato,
Managing Director, Bridgestone
Technical Centre Europe. “As we
celebrate five years of the competition
this year, we look forward to the future
by continuing our commitment to
education and supporting young talent.”

The Bridgestone e-reporter contest for
2009 will launch on December 15, 2008.

2008 Bridgestone
e-reporter winner
Guillaume Navarro
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The Grand Prix Commission
has confirmed that MotoGP
will have a single tyre supplier
from next year. No decision
has yet been made on who the
series’ sole tyre supplier will
be, but proposals to supply
the tyres must be submitted
to the sport’s governing
bodies by October 3. A final
announcement will then

be made by the Grand Prix
Commission on October 18.

Bridgestone used special
reflective paint to more easily
identify its softer compound
tyres during F1’s first night
race. The softer sets of
Bridgestone Potenzas always
carry a white stripe, so that
media and spectators can
identify which drivers are
using them during the race.







